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THE FCC 
VOTES 

TO END 
INTERNET 
RULES 


Repeal of provisions 
aimed at ensuring 
uninhibited flow of 
data online is win for 
telecom firms, GOP. 


By JIM PUZZANGHERA 


WASHINGTON — Fed- 
eral regulators voted Thurs- 
day to repeal Obama-era net 
neutrality rules for internet 
traffic — a major victory for 
telecommunications com- 
panies and another mile- 
stone for the Republican de- 
regulation push under Pres- 
ident Trump. 

The 3-2 party-line vote by 
the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission tears 
down the controversial util- 
ity-like oversight of internet 
service providers that was 
putin place by Democrats in 
2015 to try to ensure the un- 
inhibited flow of data online. 

That strict regulatory 
structure will largely give 
way to market forces. Inter- 
net service providers now 
will be required only to dis- 
close their online practices, 
with the Federal Trade 
Commission policing them 
for anti-competitive prac- 
tices. 

Republicans said they 
are simply restoring govern- 
ment oversight of the inter- 
net to where it was before 
2015, reestablishing the 
light-touch regulatory ap- 
proach that allowed the on- 
line ecosystem to flourish 
and develop into an econo- 
mic force. 

“The internet is the 

[See Net neutrality, A12] 


3 more 
women 
accuse 
Assembly 
member 


Claims against Matt 
Dababneh include 
nonconsenual sex. 


By MELANIE MASON 
AND SEEMA MEHTA 


SACRAMENTO — A Los 
Angeles woman has filed a 
police report alleging Demo- 
cratic Assemblyman Matt 
Dababneh had sex with her 
without consent four years 
ago, adding new allegations 
of sexual misconduct to 
those that led the politician 
to announce his resignation 
last week. He says her claims 
are false. 

Nancy Miret, 26, told The 
Times that when she was 22 
and a recent college gradu- 
ate, she spent time with 
Dababneh over two months 
in late 2013, primarily at his 
Encino apartment. 

At the time, Dababneh 
was running for Assembly to 
represent the western San 
Fernando Valley. They had 
consensual sex on one occa- 
sion, but after that, Miret 
said, she had multiple non- 
consensual sexual encoun- 
ters with Dababneh that left 
her traumatized. Miret, who 
now works in commercial 
real estate, is one of three 
women interviewed by The 
Times who have made new 
allegations concerning 
Dababneh’s behavior. 

“These allegations are 
false and I’m confident that 
when all the facts are in, it 
will clearly show that these 
claims are not true,” Dabab- 
neh told The Times. 

The assemblyman an- 
nounced his resignation last 
week, effective Jan. 1, after 

[See Dababneh, A13] 
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Disney S pe pomer play 


KEY PARTS OF THE DISNEY-FOX DEAL 


FOX 


20TH CENTURY FOX MOVIE AND TV STUDIO 


VALUATION: $13.3 billion 


MOVIES: “Avatar,” original “Star Wars,” “Deadpool,” 
“X-Men,” “Ice Age,” “Ferdinand” 

TELEVISION SHOWS: “The Simpsons,” above, 
“Family Guy,” “This Is Us,” “Modern Family,” “Home- 


land,” “Empire,” “X-Files” 


GARY CORONADO Los Angeles Times 


FOX REGIONAL SPORTS NETWORKS 


VALUATION: $22.4 billion 


TV CHANNELS: Prime Ticket, Fox Sports West 
(which carries Clippers games, above), Fox Sports 
San Diego, YES Network, among others 


SAJJAD HUSSAIN AFP/Getty Images 


INTERNATIONAL CABLE CHANNELS 


VALUATION: $13.7 billion 


TV CHANNELS: Star India, in Mumbai, includes 
dozens of channels in several languages. Fox Net- 
works Group distributes basic channels in Mexico, 
Brazil and other parts of Latin America. 


Downsizing may be 
solution to media 
challenges, ally says. 


By MEG JAMES 


Rupert Murdoch began 
his restless quest to build 
one ofthe world’s most influ- 
ential media empires 65 
years ago, when his father 
died unexpectedly, leaving 


him a tiny newspaper in 
southern Australia. In the 
decades since, Murdoch’s 
appetite seemed insatiable 
as he gobbled up more and 
more newspapers, a Holly- 
wood movie studio, televi- 
sion stations, TV networks 
and satellite TV operations 
that circle the globe. 
Thursday, however, the 
86-year-old tycoon walked 
away from some of his most 
significant properties. He 
sold much of his 21st Cen- 
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Weather: Mostly 
sunny and warm. 
L.A. Basin: 79/52. B6 
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DOMESTIC CABLE CHANNELS 


VALUATION: $8.7 billion 


TV CHANNELS: FX and FXX, with such shows as 
“American Horror Story,” “Fargo” and “It’s Always 
Sunny in Philadelphia,” above. National Geographic 
Channels have such shows as “Genius,” “The Long 
Road Home” and “Running Wild With Bear Grylls.” 


HULU 


VALUATION: $1.75 billion 


OTHER: Disney gets Fox’s 30% stake, which would 
give it a controlling interest of 60%. Above, the Mar- 
vel series >Runaways” on Hulu. 


SKY 


VALUATION: $8.8 billion 


LEON NEAL Getty Images 


OTHER: Fox owns 39% of Sky, the European satel- 
lite TV giant. Fox would like to increase its ownership 
stake to 100% next year if British regulators approve 


the transaction. 


Sources: 21st Century Fox Annual Report; Guggenheim Securities 


Murdoch charting a new path 


tury Fox media company to 
Walt Disney Co. for $52.4 bil- 
lion in an all-stock deal that 
will slenderize Fox at a time 
when Disney and other me- 
dia companies are bulking 
up. 

“Are we retreating? Ab- 
solutely not!” Murdoch told 
Wall Street analysts on a 
conference call Thursday. 
“We are pivoting at a pivotal 
moment.” 

One thing is clear. Mur- 
doch is drastically downsiz- 


ing his empire and charting 
a far different path forward 
than what Disney Chief Exe- 
cutive Bob Iger is pursuing. 

Murdoch has long been a 
contrarian, never a senti- 
mentalist. 

Now, facing a more 
fraught media environment 
— and challenges by deep- 
pocketed technology com- 
panies like Netflix, Google, 
Facebook and Amazon — he 
and his two sons will re- 

[See Murdoch, A11] 


Proposed purchase 

of Fox’s film and TV 
assets shows company 
plans aggressive 
strategy to counter 
Silicon Valley. 


By MEG JAMES, 
RYAN FAUGHNDER 
AND DAVID NG 


Disney Chief Executive 
Bob Iger’s audacious bid to 
buy much of the media em- 
pire Rupert Murdoch built 
represents a big bet that the 
Burbank company can beat 
Silicon Valley in the war for 
the future of entertainment. 

Walt Disney Co. on 
Thursday agreed to pay 
$52.4 billion to buy film and 
TV assets owned by 21st 
Century Fox, the largest ac- 
quisition in the company’s 
history. The deal would not 
only transform Hollywood 
into a land of fewer studio gi- 
ants, but also fire a clear 
warning shot to technology 
juggernauts like Netflix, 
Amazon and Google. 

The message: Legacy me- 
dia — or at least Disney, the 
king of them all — isn’t going 
down without a fight. 

With the new deal, Iger is 
marshaling resources that 
will position the company to 
turbocharge its digital ambi- 
tions as audiences for tradi- 
tional television have been 
shrinking and movie attend- 
ance has stagnated. Viewers 
are inundated with options, 
including big-budget shows 
available through Netflix 
and Amazon. 

After weeks of specu- 
lation, Disney on Thursday 
confirmed it will purchase 
assets including the 20th 
Century Fox movie and tele- 
vision studio and cable net- 
works, plus international TV 
holdings and Fox’s interest 
in digital channel Hulu. 
Murdoch would retain con- 
trol of Fox News Channel 
and the Fox broadcast net- 
work, which would be spun 
offinto a separate company. 

Disney would also as- 
sume about $14 billion in 
debt, resulting in a total deal 
value of about $66 billion. 
Following the transaction, 
Fox shareholders would 
make up about 25% of the 
bulked-up Disney. 

[See Disney, A10] 


MORE COVERAGE 


Disney extends 
Iger’s contract 


The chief executive’s 
new pact, through 2021, 
is expected to provide 
stability while the Fox 
deal closes. An 


Will Fox asset 
deal pass muster? 


Antitrust issues are 
raised with Disney set 
to concentrate control 
over sports and other 
content. BUSINESS, C1 


Fox TV plans to 
‘return to ... roots’ 


The broadcast network 
may shift its focus to 
more news, sports and 
unscripted reality shows. 
BUSINESS, C1 


Inmates make up lin 5 
on Thomas fire lines 


By JOSEPH SERNA 
AND JOE MOZINGO 


SANTA BARBARA — 
For well over a week, hun- 
dreds ofinmates have chain- 
sawed through relentless 
thickets of chaparral, cut- 
ting lines through the back- 
country to thwart the fire’s 
sudden rushes at homes. 

On Thursday, they were 
deep in the Los Padres Na- 
tional Forest, covered in 
wood grit, soot and sweat, as 
the Thomas fire continued 
to grow — becoming the 
fourth-largest in modern 
California history. 


Firefighter dies 


The victim was a Cal Fire 
engineer from a San 
Diego unit battling the 
Thomas fire. 

CALIFORNIA, Bi 


In the morning, com- 
manders stressed the dan- 
gers of the work and urged 
them to be careful even while 
mopping up hot spots, cut- 
ting burned trees or striding 
though charred rubble. 

Hours later, a San Diego 
fire engineer, Cory Iverson, 
died on the fire lines. The 


loss rippled through the 
army of 8,000 fire personnel 
— both professionals and in- 
mates — on the scene. Some 
lined the road as Iverson’s 
body was loaded into a 
hearse and taken from the 
fire zone. 

For 1 days, they’ve been 
fighting a sharply uneven 
battle against a devilish fu- 
sion of dry wind, fault-crum- 
pled terrain and desiccated 
vegetation. 

Playing some ofthe hard- 
est roles are the inmate hand 
crews, which make up about 
20% of the firefighters here. 

On a ridge above Mon- 

[See Inmates, A12] 


